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Monthly Mustang

Q: Do you like being a safety 
patrol? 

A: Yes, I enjoy being a safety 
patrol very much. 

Q: How many safety patrols are 
there this year? 

A: There are thirty-three safety 
patrols this year. 

Q: How do you become a safety 
patrol? 

A: You are selected to be a safety 
patrol in 4th grade for your 5th 
grade year. You have to write 
an essay to be chosen. Four 
people from each homeroom 
were nominated.  

Q: Do you have a teacher sponsor? 
A:Yes, we are lead by our 

wonderful PE teacher, Coach 
Jones.   

Q: What do you actually do as a 
safety patrol? 

A: Our job is to keep everyone at 
school safe!  Every morning we 
hold open the doors and greet 
people while they walk into 
school. Every afternoon we help 
safely lead kindergarteners and 
first graders to their after school 

destinations, including iKids, 
Kid Connect, and buses heading 
to South Hampton, the YMCA, 
Primrose, and St. Luke’s.   

Q: What are some of the rules that 
you try to enforce? 

A:  First, people are not allowed to 
run in the hallways or on 
school property. We have to tell 
people a lot to stop running!  
Second, people are not 
supposed to be wild in the 
hallways or on school property.  
If a safety patrol asks you to 
stop doing something, you 
should stop because we have a 
good reason and are trying to 
keep you and everyone at 
school safe. 

Q:  Where is your post at school? 
A: I hold the doors with another 

safety patrol near Ms. 
Sudduth’s classroom in the 
morning and afternoon.  I also 
help students that go to iKids 
after school get to where they 
need to go.  The class my bus 
kids are in is Ms. Sudduth. 

continued on page 6 

RECOGNIZING VETERANS’ DAY  
BY BY JAKE RODRIGUEZ

Veterans Day is a national holiday in 
America celebrated on November 11th of each 
year to honor our military veterans. The 
day started as Armistice Day on November 11, 
1919, the first anniversary of the end of World 
War I.  In 1926, Congress passed a resolution for 
an annual day to recognize our veterans. 
November 11th became a national holiday 
beginning in 1938. 

According to the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs, there are approximately 
20,000,000 living veterans in the United States 
as of September 30, 2017. There are 
approximately 9,000,000 Army veterans, 
4,000,000 Navy veterans, 3,500,000 Air Force 
veterans, 2,000,000 Marine veterans, and 
1,500,000 reserve and non-defense living 
veterans. The states with the most veterans are 
California, Texas and Florida. The USDVA 
predicts only 12,000,000 living veterans by 
September 30, 2045.  

In celebration of Veterans Day, I interviewed 
my grandfather, Gilbert Rodriguez who served in 
the Air Force. He was a liquid fuels specialist for 
Titan II intercontinental ballistic missiles during 
the Vietnam War. The missiles were in 
underground silos in Tucson, Arizona where he 
was stationed. He said the missile fuel was 
deadly for humans so they wore special suits that 

continued on page 6 

TO PROTECT AND SERVE  
SAFETY PATROL CADEN WARREN

BY CAROLYN RAY AND GREY WARREN

Caden Warren with the authors Carolyn Ray and Grey Warren (l to r) on the first day of school. Lamar High School Jr. ROTC members under the leadership of 
Senior Army Instructor Major Ken Zapanta (U.S. Army, Retired) 

http://westues.org
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Sometimes on Friday 
evenings my family 
goes to Candelari’s, a 
casual, family-friendly 
Italian restaurant at the 
corner of Holcombe and 
Kirby. On a recent visit, 
I ordered the Shrimp 
Bianca Capellini. It 
included angel hair 
p a s t a , s h r i m p a n d 

buttery crostini. The pasta was tender, and I 
really enjoyed the shrimp, which was grilled to 
perfection. Candelari’s famous sausage, which I 
sampled off my mom’s pizza, was scrumptious. 
The waitstaff was kind and helpful. In fact, our 
waiter let me taste a sample of the Italian cream 
cake and changed the channel on the TV to the 
Rockets game for us. At the end of the meal, we 
got the chocolate truffle cake, which was moist, 
sweet and GINORMOUS - be prepared to share!  

The décor is Italian and cozy. There is 
usually a short wait on Friday nights, but you 
often see a friend in the crowd. Candelari’s is 
relatively affordable. It is a good spot for groups 
like sport teams. Overall, I give Candelari’s four 
o u t o f f i v e 
Mustangs.   

On October 28th, I 
went to my first World 
Series game.  I was 
really excited to see my 
favor i t e t eam, the 
Houston Astros play 
against the Dodgers in 
person.  My mom, dad, 
sister and I loaded up in 
the car and headed to 
Minute Made Park.  To 
make it even more 

exciting, we were also meeting my great grandma and my 
grandpa at the game.  It was really special to experience the 
game with four generations of my family. 

When we got to the stadium, it was packed!  There were 
so many people trying to get to their seats, it was really hard 

to move.  We were smooshed together like marshmallows on a 
s’more.  We finally made it to our seats in time for the start of 
the game.  Every seat was filled and there were even some 
people that bought standing room only tickets. Basically, 
everywhere you looked there was a sea of orange and blue. 

Finally, the game started. There was no scoring at all 
through the first five innings.  In the bottom of the 6th inning, 
the Astros took the lead with a home run by George Springer!!  
The Dodgers tied the game up in the top of the 7th.    The 
game was tied 1 to 1 to start the 9th inning.  The game was 
very exciting because either team could win in the last inning.  
The Dodgers scored 5 runs in the 9th.  The Astros only scored 
1 run and lost the game. The final score was 6 to 2. 

 Even though the Astros lost, I had a great time.  The 
loss made the series 2 to 2.  We all know the Astros went on to 
win the World Series in 7 games.  I’m so glad I got to see a 
part of history.  Go Astros!!! 

WORLD SERIES GAME 4 BY MAX BURKE

TAIT’S TASTY  TELLINGS 
CANDELARI’S RESTAURANT REVIEW  
BY TAIT LOVE

NO PLACE FOR BULLYING AT WEST  U 
ELEMENTARY BY ANDREW BENITEZ

I want to stop bullying at West U!   I see 
people getting bullied every day. It would 
be nice if there was no bullying at our 
school.    How would it make you feel if 
you got bullied?  I am going give you some 
ways to stop it. 
• Treat everyone with respect.  People 
are different and that is ok. 
• Stand up for people if you 

see them getting bullied. 
•  Stop and think before you say or do something that 

may hurt someone. 
• If you feel like being mean, find something else to do. 
• If you are being bullied, ask them to stop calmly and walk away.  

Talk to an adult you trust if you need help. 
• If you bullied someone in the past, apologize.  It will make 

everyone 
feel better! 

Join me in 
making West 
U Elementary 
a bullying 
free school.  
We all need 
to work 
together to 
make this 
happen! 

http://westues.org
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WHY WEAR PINK IN OCTOBER INSTEAD OF ORANGE? BY NEHA RAVI

Q.	Where	did	you	work	before	you	
WUES?		
A.	I	attended	at	Texas	A&M	
University	and	I	helped	out	at	
Frostwood	Elementary	School.	
Q.	Who	inspired	you	to	become	a	
teacher?			
A.	My	great-aunt	inspired	me	to	
become	a	teacher.	
Q.	What	do	you	think	are	the	most	
impressive	things	in	this	school	
after	working	here	for	two	months?	

A.	The	most	impressive	thing	is	how	intelligent	the	
students	are.	

Q.	What	do	you	normally	do	on	the	weekends?	
A.	I	like	to	run,	spend	time	with	friends,	and	cook.	

Q.	What	is	your	favorite	sports	team?	
A.	My	favorite	sports	team	is	the	Texas	A&M	Aggies.	
Q.	How	do	you	usually	celebrate	Thanksgiving?	
A.	I	celebrate	by	having	a	big	meal	with	friends	and	family.	
Q.	Realistic	or	not,	who	would	you	like	to	meet	most?			
A.	I	want	to	meet	Harry	Potter.	
Q.	What	do	you	hope	to	be	doing	10	years	from	now?

	 	
A.	Teaching.	
Q.	During	teaching,	what	were	your	most	exciting	

moments?	
A.	My	most	exciting	moments	are	when	my	students	begin	

to	understand	difNicult	material.	
Q.	As	a	math	teacher,	what	advice	would	you	like	to	give	us	

to	help	our	math?	
Always	remember	math	is	fun!	

MEET  MS. MOEN, OUR NEW 4TH GRADE  TEACHER  JAYDEN CHEN & ETHAN SHORE

Q:	How	long	have	you	worked	at	WUES?	
A:	17	years.	
Q:		What	are	some	of	the	art	projects	you	will	be	teaching	

this	year?	
A:		This	year	we	will	be	painting,	printing,	making	

collages	and	doing	textile	embroidery.	
Q:	Why	did	you	move	from	being	a	math	teacher	to	an	art	

teacher?	
A:	I	wanted	to	use	the	creative	and	free	part	of	my	brain.	
Q:	Did	you	like	art	as	a	kid?	Do	you	remember	any	of	your	

favorite	projects?	
A:	Yes,	I	loved	art	as	a	child	and	I	remember	doing	

embroidery	and	cross-stitch.	
Q:	Do	you	use	math	(a	coordinate	grid	or	geometry)	to	

teach	art?	
A:	Yes,	there	is	lots	of	math	in	art	such	as	geometry,	

fractions,	proportions,	symmetry,	and	ratios.	There	is	
also	science	in	art.	

Q:	Did	you	always	want	to	be	a	
teacher?	

A:	Yes,	I	always	have	wanted	
to	be	a	teacher.	

Q:	What	are	your	hobbies?	
A:	I	love	to	cross-stich,	walk	

my	dog	and	paint.	
Q:	What	was	your	favorite	

subject	at	school	and	
why?		

A:	When	I	was	growing	up	I	
loved	Math,	because	
everything	was	logical.	Art	is	more	
creative	with,	no	right	or	wrong,	and	you	can	explore.	

Q:	What	is	your	favorite	place?	
A:	Porto	Cristo	Majorca	because	there	are	lakes	in	caves.	

MEET MS. ALLISON TAGHAVI, ART TEACHER BY PRISHA SHIVANI AND SARA KANNAN

Did you know that October is breast 
cancer awareness month? Mrs. McLamb, our 
third-grade teacher, is a survivor of breast 
cancer.More than 3.1 million women have a 
history of breast cancer. One of them is Mrs. 
McLamb! Do you know the warning signs of 
breast cancer? Let your family know to check 
out the warning signs so that they can be 
prepared.Mammogram is a test you can do to 
find out early about breast cancer. It can save 

someone’s life! If you know anyone older than 
40, ask them if they know the warning signs 
and if they are talking to their doctor about a 
mammogram. 

When you support breast cancer, you help 
people understand the early warning signs to 
find out about cancer and get treatments early. 
Then you could help someone be a breast 
cancer survivor, just like my teacher, Mrs. 
McLamb!

http://westues.org
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Q:	How	many	years	have	you	been	teaching?	
A:	This	is	my	second	year.	
Q:	What	is	your	biggest	pet	peeve?	
A:	Chewing	with	your	mouth	open.	
Q:	What	college	did	you	attend?	
A:	Baylor.	
Q:	What	degree	did	you	get	in	college?	
A:		I	got	two	degrees	in	Elementary	Education.	
Q:		What	inspired	you	to	become	a	teacher?	
A:		I	love	kids.	
Q:	What	is	your	favorite	subject?	

A:	Science.	
Q:	Do	you	have	any	siblings?		
A:		I	have	a	sister	and	a	brother,	named	Mel	and	

Graham.	
Q:	Where	were	you	born?	
A:		Houston.	
Q:	What	did	you	want	to	be	when	you	were	little?	
A:		A	teacher.	
Q:		If	you	could	live	anywhere	in	the	world,	

where	would	that	be?	
A:		London.	

NEW IN  5TH GRADE TEACHER, MS. MUSGROVE BY GAIA GIULIANI & PRAKRATI SHENOY 

Q: If you could trade places with any other 
person for a week: famous or not, living or 
dead, real or fictional, with whom would it 
be? 
A: I would trade places with Donald Trump 
because I want to work with Congress, so I 
can help the environment, protect women’s 
rights and help save healthcare. 
Q: What is your favorite topic in reading? 
A: I like studying literary devices.  It 

makes reading more entertaining. I can also 
learn the skills the authors are using. 

Q: On a scale of 1 to 10, how happy are you? 
A: I am right up at 10. 
Q: How do you engage reluctant children? 
A: Well, I try to find topics that they are interested in and try to 

tie up reading to those topics. 
Q: What would you attempt if you knew you could not fail? 
A: I would attempt to solve the problem of Global Warming. 

Q: If you won $20 million in a lottery, what would you do with 
the money? 

A: I would pay my children’s college tuition.  I would also 
donate some to girls education and causes for the 
environment. 

Q: What are some of your worst pet peeves? 
A: I cannot stand it when kids sharpen their pencils while 

instructions are given.  I also feel uncomfortable when kids 
use incorrect grammar on paper. 

Q: What is your teaching philosophy? 
A: To Evaluate:  Evaluating is important to me because I want to 

do what I can to help people in order to empower them to 
make decisions for themselves 

Q: What is one word to that describes yourself? Why? 
A: Curious.  I never want to stop learning things 
Q: Why do you love teaching? 
A: I love teaching because nothing makes me happier than seeing 

a student finally comprehending something they have been 
struggling with. 

HELLO MS. HOFFMAN BY REMY PHAN

Dear Kiran, 
How do I get organized for the year? 

Signed,  
Lost in paperwork 

Dear Lost in Paperwork, 
Try using an accordion file to organize 
important papers, study guides, and 
helpful information that you can use for 
homework and tests. Have a designated 
area for homework in your house so you 
never forget it. Having a neat locker is 
also important for finding books and 
papers quickly. I recommend trying a 
locker shelf to organize your space. 
Always write in agendas and planners so 
you never forget important dates and 
tests.    Kiran 

Dear Kiran, 
How do I stay on 
top of my 
homework? 
Signed,  

Always Late 

Dear Always Late 
If you know you 

have a lot of homework, try to get 
it done in study hall or in after school 
homework groups. Try to limit your 
schedule to only one or two after school 
activities to give you time for homework, 
chores, and other responsibilities. Try to 
get as much homework as you can 
finished in class. Don’t forget to schedule 
down time to hang out and relax! 
 Kiran 

Dear Kiran, 
What are some ways to budget my time? 

   Signed, 
No Time 

Dear No Time, 
Write down plans for the month in a 
calendar so you know what’s happening 
when. Write down times of important 
dates, doctor’s appointments, and times 
when you will leave school early. If you 
do leave early, tell your teacher(s) ahead 
of time so you can get classwork, 
homework, and tests done so you don’t 
fall behind. 

Kiran 

DEAR KIRAN 
 BY KIRAN MEHTA

http://westues.org
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	 	 5	out	of	5	stars.	

I	recently	read	one	of	this	year’s	Bluebonnet	
Master	List	selections,	The	Great	Pet	Escape,	by	
Victoria	Jamieson.	It	is	a	graphic	novel	or	comic	
book.		The	story	is	about	three	classroom	pets	
trying	to	escape	from	their	school	and	gain	their	

freedom.		The	pets	come	across	two	other	
classroom	pets	who	want	to	stop	their	plans	for	
escape.		That’s	when	the	story	gets	really	
hilarious,	and	the	ending	is	a	real	surprise.		I	also	
really	liked	the	illustrations.		The	pictures	are	
very	colorful	and	full	of	detail.		Anyone	who	likes	
comics	and	loves	to	laugh	should	read	this	book.	

This book is an absolute MUST read. This 
story is written in free verse and will be over 
before you know it. Little Cat’s Luck is about a cat 
named Patches who goes on an adventure to chase 
a golden leaf. It leads her outside her house and 

into a strange new place to be explored. While 
she is outside, she feels the need to find a 
special place. Little does she know, that special 
place is also home to Gus, the meanest dog in 
town! This book has short lines and is easy to 
read for most third graders and second graders. I 
hope you enjoy this book as much as I did.

Tiger	Lily	met	Salma	only	because	her	
dog	Lucky,	a	very	smart	dog,	ate	Salma’s	
sandwich.		Lucky	is	a	beautiful	nearly	
blind,	old,	black	Labrador	Retriever.	He	
is	very	fast	and	loves	blueberries.	Salma	
is	twelve	years	old	about	the	same	age	
as	Tiger	Lily.	Tiger	Lily	loved	to	cook	so	
in	return	for	her	sandwich	she	gave	
Salma	a	pork	pie.		
Salma	and	Tiger	Lily	soon	became	good	
friends.	While	they	were	friends	Lucky’s	
eyes	became	worse.	In	fact,	his	eyes	got	

so	bad	that	he	needed	a	lot	of	money	for	surgeries.		

While Lucky’s eyes got worse, Tiger Lily and Salma 
work hard to help. To help Salma ran for Blueberry Queen. 
You will have to read the book to see if they save Lucky’s 
eyesight.  

I liked this book because it was about two girls coming 
together to help their dog. If you love stories about animals, 
you’ll love this one too.  

About the author 
 Cynthia Lord was born in New Hampshire, and lives in 
Maine with her family. Her favorite books were Fantastic 
Mr. Fox and Winnie The Poo. Her first book Rules was 
published in 2006 and won the 2007 Newberry Honor 
Award.  

BOOK REVIEWS  

Maybe a Fox is a fascinating book by Kathi Appelt 
and Alison McGhee.It is a Bluebonnet book. This 
book is about two girls named Jules and Sylvie and 
a shadow fox named Senna. One day, Sylvie goes 

missing near a dangerous pool of water called the 
Slip. As Jules stumbles around in grief, a baby fox 
named Senna is born. As soon as she is born, Senna 
knows she is somehow linked to Sylvie. This story 
is very fun and exhilarating, and I recommend this 
book to anyone who loves fiction.

MAYBE A FOX REVIEWED BY YUTIA LI

 

LITTLE	CAT’S	LUCK	BY	MARION	DANE	BAUER		REVIEWED BY WESTON BENNER				

A	HANDFUL	OF	STARS	BY	CYNTHIA	LORD	REVIEWED BY PRESLEY GREWAL

THE	GREAT	PET	ESCAPE	REVIEWED BY  RYAN WEXLER

5 out of 5 stars.

JAINA’S JOKES
By: Jaina Jhunjhunwala  

Q: What do you call a sleeping bull? 
A: A bull dozer! 
Q: What flavor milkshake does a straw love? 
A: Strawberry! 
Q: What is a duck’s favorite food? 
A: Quack-ers 

Q: What keeps rock stars cool?* 
A: Their fans! 
Q: Why can’t you trust atoms?* 
A: They make up everything! 
Q: Why are fish so smart?* 
A: Because they live in schools! 
Q: Who loves absolutely loves cocoa?* 
A: A coconut! 
*These jokes are from http://oneperfectdayblog.net/

http://westues.org
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made them look like astronauts! My grandfather 
said he enjoyed meeting people from other states during 
his service.  

To all of the veterans, thank you for your service 
and for defending our country. To those currently 
serving, thank you.  

Holidays	 are	 fun	 and	 all	 but	 do	 you	 have	 the	
right	treats	 for	your	guests?	 	Well	 look	no	further,	
here	is	one	of	my	favorite	holiday	recipes.	 	It	is	fun	
and	easy!	I	make	it	every	year	with	my	mom	and	it	
is	always	a	hit!		Hope	you	enjoy	this	recipe	as	much	
as	I	do!	

Peppermint Chocolate Mousse 
Ingredients: 
4 ounces bittersweet chocolate, chopped 
1/2 teaspoon instant coffee 
1 pinch salt 
1 cup heavy cream 
3 tablespoons white sugar 

1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
crushed peppermint pieces for the topping 
Directions: 
1. Stir chocolate, instant coffee, and salt together in a 

medium bowl. 
2. Heat cream, sugar, and vanilla in a saucepan over medium 

heat, stirring constantly, until it just begins to simmer. 
3. Pour hot cream mixture over the chocolate mixture; let sit 

for 1 minute. 
4. Whisk the chocolate and cream mixture for 1-2 minutes 

until combined. 
5. Pour the mixture into 8, tall shot glasses. Tap to remove 

any air bubbles. Chill thoroughly in the refrigerator for at 
least 4 hours. 

6. Serve topped with crushes peppermint pieces. 
7.  Serve with a tiny spoon and enjoy!

THE PERFECT HOLIDAY RECIPE BY ABIGAIL MACRORY

VETERANS’ DAY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 
1  BY JAKE RODRIGUEZ

The	life	of	pilgrim	children	was	full	of	work	and	play.	
Young	children	had	an	abundance	of	chores	including	
shelling corn, carding cotton or wool, cutting sugar, threshing 
oats, and plucking geese feathers. Boys at that time went to 
school for an education in writing and arithmetic. Girls education 
came after household duties. The boys and girls were taught to 
always work together as one colony, which is a great quality to 
have. 

Playing as a child was a fun pastime. Some of the games were 
leapfrog, marbles, and ball in cup and such boardgames. As you 
can see the life of a pilgrim has its advantages and disadvantages.  

PILGRIM CHILDREN  BY EMMA BERNAL 
AND CAROLYN RAY

Ms. McIntyre, Mr. Threet, Steve Erzinger, Dylan Craig, 
Barrett Moorhouse and Mrs. Pinchback

SAFETY PATROLS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1   
BY CAROLYN RAY AND GREY WARREN

Q:  Are there any benefits or perks for being a safety patrol? 
A:  Yes, several.  We get to leave class early at the end of the day 

to pick up bus kids and get to our posts.  Every Friday we 
have sno cones, we get free sno cones or candy.  Sometimes 
we have meetings or a pizza party just for safety patrols so we 
get out of class or lunch. 

Q:  Do you have a favorite subject? 
A:  Yes, my favorite subject is math because I think it is ifun. 
Q:  What’s the best part about being in 5th grade? 
A:  We have a whole campus this year just for us 5th graders 

which is a lot of fun.  Also, we are right next to the 
playground.  This year we are also having our own special 
field day. 

Q:  Are you doing any activities in field day? 
A:  Yes, we all get to do a few activities.  This year we are also 

having some new silly games that I get to participate in.  For 
example, I get to blow bubbles in a bubble gum relay.  I’m 
also doing the sack race, shoe relay, and obstacle course. 

Q:  Do you have any pets? 
A:  Yes, I have 2 dogs at home, Macy and Bauer.  They are the 

cutest dogs on the planet!

Pictures from Catherine, Sona, Brooke and  Caitlin in Mrs. O’Dell ’s 2nd 
grade class.

http://westues.org
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Across	
8. a horn of plenty 
10. holiday celebrated in November 
11. a dessert with a flakey crust 
12. another word commonly used for sweet 

potato 
15. the ship the pilgrims took to America 
16. traditional Thanksgiving food 

Down 
1. Indigenous people living in America 
2. another name for fall 
3. a popular pie flavor at Thanksgiving 
4. a very large meal 
5. something you are lucky to have in your 

life 
6. a group of relatives you live with 
7. English settlers coming to Plymouth 

colony 
9. a tart fruit used in a Thanksgiving sauce 
13. the process of gathering crops 
14. the 11th month of the year 

!
 
 
Across 
8. a horn of plenty 
10. holiday celebrated in November 
11. a dessert with a flakey crust 
12. another word commonly used for sweet potato 
15. the ship the pilgrims took to America 
16. traditional Thanksgiving food 
Down 
1. indigenous people living in America 
2. another name for fall 
3. a popular pie flavor at Thanksgiving 
4. a very large meal 
5. something you are lucky to have in your life 
6. a group of relatives you live with 
7. english settlers coming to Plymouth colony 
9. a tart fruit used in a Thanksgiving sauce 
13. the process of gathering crops 
14. the 11th month of the year 

THANKSGIVING!CROSSWORD!PUZZLE!
By:!Oliver!Tsao!

Thanksgiving Crossword  
by Oliver Tan
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Find the Differences 
by Marshall Edgecomb

Thanksgiving	Feast	Word	Search	by	Mia	Governali Can	you	(ind	these	words?
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BEANS CORN CRANBERRY
GOOSE GRAVY HAM
MILK PIE POTATOES
STUFFING TURKEY WATER
YAMS
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BEANS  
GOOSE 
MILK 
 STUFFING 
 YAMS  

CORN 
GRAVY 
 PIE  
TURKEY  

CRANBERRY 
HAM 
POTATOES 
WATER  
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AFRICA  
CANDLES 
CAROLS 

CHRISTMAS 
COOKIES 
DREIDEL 

HANUKKAH 
KARAMU 
KARENGA 

KWANZAA 
LATKE 
MANGER 

MENORAH 
NGUZO SABA 
SANTA
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